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Buster the police horse has an important job. 
Together with his police officer partner, he 

helps fight crime and keep people safe in large, 
crowded cities. Look inside to learn all about 

police horses, including how these brave animals 
are trained and cared for, and why they are such 

valued members of the police force! 

Animal Actors

Homing Pigeons

Pig Detectives 

Police Horses

Seeing-Eye Dogs

Therapy Cats, Dogs,  
and Rabbits

P
o

lic
e

 H
o

rse
s

by Katie Clark



[Intentionally Left Blank]



Police Horses

by Katie Clark
Consultant: 

Bonnie V. Beaver 
College of Veterinary Medicine 

Texas A&M University



Credits

Cover and Title Page, © Jose Gil/Shutterstock; 4–5, © Richard B. Levine/Newscom; 6–7, 
© Andrew Sole/Alamy; 8–9, © Sharon Morris/Shutterstock; 10–11, © Jorg Hackemann/
Shutterstock; 12–13, © Mike Maple/ZUMApress/Newscom; 14–15, © justasc/
Shutterstock; 16–17, © Alina Solovyova-Vincent/iStockphoto; 18–19, © Alexey Stiop/
Shutterstock; 20–21, © Kim Karpeles/Alamy; 22T, 22B, © iStockphoto/Thinkstock; 22C, © 
justasc/Shutterstock; 23T, © Jorg Hackemann/Shutterstock; 23C, © Bucchi Francesco/
Shutterstock; 23B, © Alina Solovyova-Vincent/iStockphoto.

Publisher: Kenn Goin 
Creative Director: Spencer Brinker 
Design: Becky Daum 
Photo Researcher: Arnold Ringstad

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Clark, Katie, 1962- 
  Police horses / by Katie Clark. 
       p. cm. —  (We work!: Animals with jobs) 
  Includes bibliographical references and index. 
  ISBN-13: 978-1-61772-896-9 (library binding) — ISBN-10: 1-61772-896-9 (library binding) 
 1.  Police horses—Juvenile literature. 2.  Mounted police—Juvenile literature.  I. Title.  
  HV7957.C53 2014 
  636.1—dc23 
                                                            2013011509

Copyright © 2014 Bearport Publishing Company, Inc. All rights reserved. No part of 
this publication may be reproduced in whole or in part, stored in any retrieval system, 
or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, 
recording, or otherwise, without written permission from the publisher.

For more information, write to Bearport Publishing Company, Inc., 45 West 21st Street, 
Suite 3B, New York, New York 10010. Printed in the United States of America.

10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1



Contents
A Police Horse Named Buster ..........................4

Tight Squeeze ....................................................6

Racing to the Crime ...........................................8

Big and Tall ...................................................... 10

Crowd Control .................................................. 12

In Training ........................................................ 14

Joining the Force .............................................. 16

At Home on the Police Force ........................... 18

The Best Job.....................................................20

Glossary ...........................................................22 

Index ................................................................24 

Read More .......................................................24 

Learn More Online ...........................................24

About the Author .............................................24



A Police Horse 
Named Buster

4

Buster raced through a crowded city.

He was chasing a thief. 

The police officer riding Buster used 
reins to guide him.

Within minutes, Buster reached the 
thief and the officer arrested him.
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Buster the 
police horse



Tight Squeeze

6

Police horses such as Buster help 
officers do their job in many ways.

Unlike a car, a horse can move  
quickly through crowded streets.

It can also race through tight 
spaces a criminal might use to 
escape. 

An alley too narrow for a police 
car is no problem for a horse.
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