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A South American tapir is usually born in a hidden 
spot near a river or lake. After just one week, the 
calf and its mother go out at night to search for 

food. They use their long, bendable snouts to sniff 
out their favorite plants. Look inside to discover 

more about how tapir babies grow up. 



[Intentionally Left Blank]



South American Tapirs

by Rachel Lynette
Consultant: 

Dr. Mark C. Andersen 
Department of Fish, Wildlife and Conservation Ecology 

New Mexico State University



Credits 

Cover and Title, © Minden Pictures/SuperStock; 4–5, 22 (middle), © Tamara Kulikova/
Shutterstock Images; 6, © Red Line Editorial; 6–7, 22 (top), © Colin Edwards Photography/
Shutterstock Images; 8–9, 22 (bottom), © Micha Klootwijk/Shutterstock Images; 9, © 
Red Line Editorial; 10–11, © Pete Oxford/naturepl.com; 12, 23 (bottom), © Pilar Echevarria/
Shutterstock Images; 12–13, © Tier und Naturfotografie/SuperStock; 14, 23 (top), © 
Naaman Abreu/Shutterstock Images; 14–15, © Gerard Lacz Images/SuperStock; 16–17, 
© age fotostock/SuperStock; 18–19, © Minden Pictures/SuperStock; 20–21, © Minden 
Pictures/SuperStock; 23 (middle), © AND Inc./Shutterstock Images.

Publisher: Kenn Goin 
Editor: Joy Bean 
Creative Director: Spencer Brinker 
Photo Researcher: Arnold Ringstad 
Design: Emily Love

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Lynette, Rachel. 
  South American tapirs / by Rachel Lynette. 
       pages cm. —  (Jungle babies of the Amazon rain forest) 
  Includes bibliographical references and index. 
  Audience: Ages 6-9. 
  ISBN-13: 978-1-61772-759-7 (library binding) 
  ISBN-10: 1-61772-759-8 (library binding) 
 1.  Tapirs—South America—Juvenile literature.  I. Title.  
  QL737.U64L96 2013 
  599.66—dc23 
                                                            2012039864

Copyright © 2013 Bearport Publishing Company, Inc. All rights reserved. No part of 
this publication may be reproduced in whole or in part, stored in a retrieval system, 
or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, 
recording, or otherwise, without written permission from the publisher.

For more information, write to Bearport Publishing Company, Inc., 45 West 21st Street, 
Suite 3B, New York, New York 10010. Printed in the United States of America.

10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1



Contents
Meet a tapir calf ..................................4

What is a tapir? .......................................6

Where do tapirs live? ...........................8

At home in the water ............................ 10

A special snout ................................. 12

Giving birth .........................................14

Blending in ............................................ 16

Finding food .......................................... 18

All grown up ......................................20

Glossary ...........................................................22 

Index ................................................................24 

Read more .......................................................24 

Learn more online ...........................................24

About the author .............................................24



Meet a tapir calf

4

In a grassy area by a lake, a mother 
tapir and her calf rest.

It is the middle of the day, but  
they are sleepy.
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The mother and calf were awake  
all night searching for food.

mother 
tapir

calf



What is a tapir?

6

A tapir is a mammal with a long, 
bendable nose, or snout.

Adult tapirs are very large—they can 
weigh up to 700 pounds 318 kg).

They have brown or red fur and a 
short mane on their heads and necks.

Tapir calves have white stripes and 
dots on their fur when they are born. 

Adult South American 
tapir size
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Although they do have a mane like their 
parents, it’s much shorter. 

dots

white 
stripes

mane
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