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A South American tapir is usually born in a hidden 
spot near a river or lake. After just one week, the 
calf and its mother go out at night to search for 

food. They use their long, bendable snouts to sniff 
out their favorite plants. Look inside to discover 

more about how tapir babies grow up. 
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Meet a tapir calf

4

In a grassy area by a lake, a mother 
tapir and her calf rest.

It is the middle of the day, but  
they are sleepy.
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The mother and calf were awake  
all night searching for food.

mother 
tapir

calf



What is a tapir?

6

A tapir is a mammal with a long, 
bendable nose, or snout.

Adult tapirs are very large—they can 
weigh up to 700 pounds 318 kg).

They have brown or red fur and a 
short mane on their heads and necks.

Tapir calves have white stripes and 
dots on their fur when they are born. 

Adult South American 
tapir size
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Although they do have a mane like their 
parents, it’s much shorter. 

dots

white 
stripes

mane
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