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On a warm beach at night, dozens of baby loggerhead 
sea turtles suddenly begin to claw their way out of a nest 
under the sand. Flippers appear and then heads—as the 
hatchlings emerge from underground and begin to run 
for the sea. Why were they underground? Why are they 
running? Look inside to read how these amazing turtle 

babies survive and eventually grow into giants of the sea.
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A very special night

4

It is nighttime on a warm, sandy 
beach.

Suddenly, a tiny head and two 
flippers appear from under the sand.

It’s a baby loggerhead turtle.

The tiny turtle is leaving its 
underground nest.

Tonight is the start of a big 
adventure!
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baby loggerhead 
turtle

flipper



What is a  
loggerhead turtle?

6

A loggerhead turtle is a large animal 
that lives in warm oceans.

An adult turtle can weigh as  
much as seven children.
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  Where loggerhead turtles live
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Adult loggerhead turtle size

shell

flipper

A loggerhead turtle has four flippers 
that it uses to help it swim.

It also has a thick shell that helps 
protect it from enemies.
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