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Some of the most deadly poisons in the world come 
from seemingly harmless plants. People and animals that 
eat parts of these plants can get sick—or even worse! 
Which ones are best to avoid? Look inside to learn the 
answer to this question and find out about some of the 
most famous poisonous seeds, fruits, flowers, leaves, and 
stems of all time!
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Danger in  
the Garden

4

A farmer's goat has escaped from its pen.

It spots some pink flowers in a nearby 
garden and is about to take a bite.

Just then, the farmer appears and chases 
the goat away. 

The animal doesn't know it, but it was 
very lucky.

The rhododendron flowers it was about 
to eat were poisonous!

Colorful 
rhododendron  

(roh‑duh‑DEN‑druhn) 
plants grow in many gardens. 
These plants have flowers and 
leaves that are poisonous. If 
animals or humans eat them, 

they will vomit and get 
stomach pains. They 

might even die.

leafrhododendron 
flower
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Why do you think 
a plant might have 
flowers or leaves 

that are poisonous?



Poisonous—
Don’t Eat!
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Plants can't move away from animals 
that want to eat them.

So many plants get protection in other 
ways.

Some have flowers, leaves, stems, roots, 
or other parts that are poisonous.

If animals eat these plants and get sick, 
they usually learn not to eat them again. 

Some plants, such as foxgloves, are very 
poisonous.

Every part of a foxglove contains poison.

flower

stem

leaf

roots

foxglove plant
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Plants  
make seeds that grow 
into new plants. Being 

poisonous is one way some 
plants protect themselves  
from being eaten so that  

they can live long  
enough to make  

their seeds.

foxglove
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Ellen Lawrence lives in the United Kingdom. Her favorite 
books to write are those about nature and animals. In 
fact, the first book Ellen bought for herself, when she 

was six years old, was the story of a gorilla named Patty 
Cake that was born in New York’s Central Park Zoo.

Page 13: All of the berries are very 
poisonous! It’s not possible to tell if a 
berry is poisonous by looking at it. That’s 
why you should never taste a berry or 
any plant without knowing what kind it 
is and whether it is safe to eat.

To learn more about poisonous plants, visit 
www.bearportpublishing.com/Plant‑ology
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aconitum 8–9
berries 12–13, 14–15, 20
birds 14–15
daffodil bulbs 10–11
deadly nightshade berries 12
death 4, 8–9, 12, 15, 16, 18
flowers 4–5, 6, 9, 10, 20

foxgloves 6–7
leaves 4–5, 6, 10, 18, 20
manchineel trees 18–19
onions 10–11
poison ivy 20–21
poison oak 20
pokeweed berries 14–15

rhododendrons 4
rosary pea seeds 16–17
sap 18
seeds 7, 12, 14, 16–17
stomach pains 4, 11, 15
vomiting 4, 11, 12, 15
wolfsbane 8
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