A

Animal Creasures




[Intentionally Left Blank]



A'mericas
VDD EM
Animal Creasures

White-Nosed
o atl Raccoon's

Cousin

by Joyce Markovics

Consultant: Christine Hass PhD
Biologist and Coati Expert

BEARPORT

PUBLISHING

New York, New York



Credits

Cover and Title Page, © James Hager/Robert Harding Picture Library/SuperStock; 4L, © Douglas & Laurie W.
Moore; 4R, © Joe Fuhrman; 5, © CarverMostardi/Alamy; 6T, © age fotostock/SuperStock; 6B, © Millard H
Sharp/Photo Researchers/Getty Images; 7, © Alan Dahl/FocusedOnNature.com; 8T, © David Kuhn/Dwight
Kuhn Photography; 8B, © Cubo Images/SuperStock; 9L, © Cynthia Kidwell/Shutterstock; 9R, © Luis César Tejo/
Shutterstock; 10, © Photri Images/SuperStock; 11, © Cameron & Shirley Laing; 12, © Daniel Heuclin/NHPA/
Photoshot; 13, © Max Waugh; 14, © Stan Tekiela/Nature Smart Images; 15, © Robin Chittenden/Alamy; 16, ©
Terry R. Steele; 17, © Stan Tekiela/Nature Smart Images; 18, © Max Waugh; 19, © Dick Dionne; 20, © Alan Dahl/
FocusedOnNature.com; 21, © Paul Sutherland/National Geographic Stock; 22, © Robert Shantz/Alamy; 23, ©
AP Photo/Richard Richtmyer; 24, © DeepDesertPhoto/depositphotos/Pixmac; 25, © Dick Dionne; 26-27, ©
imagebroker/SuperStock; 28, © Robert Shantz/Alamy; 29, Courtesy of arcforwildlife.com.

Publisher: Kenn Goin

Senior Editor: Lisa Wiseman
Creative Director: Spencer Brinker
Design: Dawn Beard Creative
Photo Researcher: Daniella Nilva

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Markovics, Joyce L.
White-nosed coati : raccoon’s cousin / by Joyce Markovics.

p.cm. — (America’s hidden animal treasures)
Includes bibliographical references and index.
ISBN 978-1-61772-581-4 (library binding) — ISBN 1-61772-581-1 (library binding)
1. Coatis—Juvenile literature. I. Title.
QL737.C26M375 2013
599.76'3—dc23

2012016961

Copyright © 2013 Bearport Publishing Company, Inc. All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be
reproduced in whole or in part, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any means,
electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, or otherwise, without written permission from the publisher.

For more information, write to Bearport Publishing Company, Inc., 45 West 21st Street, Suite 3B, New York,
New York 10010. Printed in the United States of America in North Mankato, Minnesota.

10987654321



by
Contents
“A Monkey in Madera Canyon” ... ___ 4
Raccoon Relative ... 6
Food Time . 8
A Taste for Tarantulas_. .. 10
AllinaDaysWork._......_____ 12
Livingina Troop__.____ .. 14
Raisinga Family ... 16
GirlPower. ... .. 18
Clowning Around ... 20
Threats 22
DisappearingHome___________________________________. 24
CoatisforSale. ... 26
White-Nosed CoatiFacts__ ... ____ 28
People Helping Coatis. ... 29
GlOSSArY. . 30
Bibliography. - ... 31

Read More_ . _ .. 31




One sunny morning in late summer, naturalist Doug

Moore was driving in Madera Canyon in southeastern

Arizona. Suddenly, he noticed a strange-looking animal in
the middle of the road. Doug slowed down and peered
through the windshield. As the car inched closer, the animal

spun around to face the car head-on!

Madera Canyon is a
large wilderness area
that attracts many hikers
and visitors each year.

classesabout nature at
Madera Canyonagss




“The critter turned to reveal a long piglike snout,” said

Doug. Around its tail were rings of light and dark fur. Doug

especially noticed the animal’s “slender body... short,

bowed legs, and ..

.a stupendously long erect tail.” His first

reaction was “There’s a monkey in Madera Canyon.”

Doug stopped his car and was able to get a good look at

the animal. He soon realized that it was not a monkey at all.

It was a white-nosed coati (koh-AH-tee), one of America’s

hidden animal treasures.

The white-nosed coati gets
its name from the patch of
white fur on its snout.
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Raccoon Relative

White-nosed coatis are small mammals found in the

Southwest United States, Mexico, and Central America.
They may also live in northern parts of Colombia in South
America. Because coatis are rare and not often seen by
people, they are often mistaken for other animals, such as
raccoons. In fact, coatis and raccoons are closely related
and similar in many ways. For example, both animals have
black fur on their faces and a furry, ringed tail. Also, like their

raccoon cousins, coatis are very intelligent.
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" Where white-nosed

A full-grown coati (top) weighs anywhere ) Gaeift e

from 8 to 16 pounds (4 to 7 kg)—about
the size of an adult raccoon (bottom).




Even though coatis and raccoons are related, they're not S
exactly alike. For example, a coati’s tail is much longer than b
a raccoon’s, which may be up to 12 inches (30 cm) long. A %
coati’s tail can be up to 27 inches (69 cm) in length—that’s
more than half the length of its body! Another difference
is that coatis are active during the daytime, which is when

raccoons are usually asleep.
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' The white-nosed coati has
- an extremely long tail.
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Coatis live in woodlands
or in canyons, where good

water sources are located.
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One morning in late summer, naturalist Doug Moore was
driving in Madera Canyon in southeastern Arizona. He suddenly
noticed a strange-looking animal in the middle of the road.

At first Doug thought it was a monkey, but as the car inched
closer, the animal spun around to face him head-on. It wasn't a

monkey—it was a mysterious white-nosed coati!

Look inside to learn more about these secretive animals,
including how they hunt, raise their young, and survive in the
wild. You'll also find out how humans are helping to make
sure that coatis—truly among America’s finest hidden animal
treasures—are around for a long, long time.
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