RESCUINGARIMaLS

EUESASTEF‘"

SAVING ANIMALSAFTER

TORNADOES




[Intentionally Left Blank]



e

EI]ISISTER

SAVING ANIMALSAFTER

TORNADOES

RN
k. ' \;! \

by Stephen Person

Consultants:

Sandra Allinson Allison Graves Janine Woods
Director of Education Have a Heart Animal Rescue and Adoption  Director, Mobile SPCA
Alabama Wildlife Center Birmingham, Alabama Mobile, Alabama

Pelham, Alabama

BEARPORT

PUBLISHING

New York, New York



Credits

Cover and Title Page, © Jeff Haller/Keyhole Photo/Corbis; 4, © Willoughby Owen/Flickr/Getty Images; 5, © AP Photo/
Dave Martin; 6, © Marvin Gentry/Reuters/Landov; 7, © Vulcan Park Animal Care; 8, © AP Photo/Dave Martin; 10T, ©
Larry W. Smith/EPA/Landov; 10B, © BUHerworfh/Spk:sh News/Newscom; 11, © AP Photo/The Tuscaloosa News/Dusfy
Compton; 12, © Christine Kneidinger Hull/al.com; 13, © Chuck Cook/The Humane Society of the United States; 14L, ©

AP Photo/Dave Martin; 14R, © AP Photo/Charlie Riedel; 15, © Phil Doster, Birmingham, AL; 16, © AP Photo/Dave Martin;
17T, © The North Shore Animal League America; 17B, © The North Shore Animal League America, photo by AJ Mast; 18,
© Andrew Yeager; 19, © Andrew Yeager; 20L, © Rick Meyer/UPI/Newscom; 20R, © AP Photo/Charlie Riedel; 21, © AP
Photo/Charlie Riedel; 22, © AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein; 23, © 2011, The American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty
to Animals (ASPCA). All Rights Reserved; 24, © Edd Cote/PATCH.Com; 25, © Edd Cote/PATCH.Com; 26, © The Everett
Collection; 27, © Ted Fitzgerald/Boston Herald; 28, © Tim Woodward of Animal Rescue Corps; 29T, © Birdchick.com; 298,
© Nikki Tundel, Minnesota Public Radio.org; 31, © Willoughby Owen/Flickr/Getty Images.

Publisher: Kenn Goin

Editorial Director: Adam Siegel

Creative Director: Spencer Brinker

Design: Dawn Beard Creative and Kim Jones
Photo Researcher: Picture Perfect Professionals, LLC

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Person, Stephen.
Saving animals after tornadoes / by Stephen Person.
p. cm. — (Rescuing animals from disasters)
Includes bibliographical references and index.
ISBN-13: 978-1-61772-458-9 (library binding)
ISBN-10: 1-61772-458-0 (library binding)
1. Animal rescue—Juvenile literature. 2. Tornadoes—Juvenile literature. 3. Animal welfare—United States—Societies,
etc.—Juvenile literature. . Title.
HV4708.P467 2012
636.08'32—dc23
2011036124

Copyright © 2012 Bearport Publishing Company, Inc. Al rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced
in whole or in part, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical,
photocopying, recording, or otherwise, without written permission from the publisher.

For more information, write to Bearport Publishing Company, Inc., 45 West 21st Street, Suite 3B, New York, New York
10010. Printed in the United States of America in North Mankato, Minnesota.

10987654321



CONTENTS

Mason Versus the Tornado
Rescued at Last

The Super Outbreak
Twisters and Animals
Rescuers on the Move
Using the Internet

From Alabama to New York
Birds in Danger

Another Killer Storm

Dogs Saving Dogs

Saving Cajun

Toto's New Family

Famous Tornadoes and Rescues
Animals at Risk from Tornadoes
Glossary

Bibliography

Read More




Mason Versus
the Tornado

A young dog named Mason knew he was in serious
danger. The date was April 27, 2011, and a powerful
tornado was ripping through North Smithfield, a suburb
of Birmingham, Alabama. Mason hid from the storm

inside the garage of his family’s home. Suddenly, the

wind tore off the garage door. Mason was sucked outside

and swept high into the air!

Tornadoes
are among the
most powerful storms in
nature. They are violent swirling
columns of air, with winds that can
top 200 miles per hour (322 kph).
Tornadoes usually move along the
ground at about 30 miles per hour
(48 kph) but can reach speeds
up to 70 miles per hour
(113 kph).




The tornado slammed Mason down to the ground far from

his home. He tried to stand, but the bones in both of his front

legs were broken. Unable to walk, Mason began crawling

toward home, pushing his body forward with his hind legs.

Without help, Mason would not survive.

Like Mason, this dog was separated from
its owner when the tornado hit Alabama.



Rescued at Last

Mason’s owners survived the storm, though their
house was badly damaged. When the tornado passed,
they went outside to look for Mason. He was nowhere in
sight. After days of searching, the family gave up. They
were sure they would never see their dog again. Then
one day, about two and a half weeks later, the family got
a big surprise. There, sitting on the porch, was Mason.
He had gone so long without food he was down to
just half his normal weight. Yet the little dog had still

managed to crawl all the way home!

ornadoes destroyed ™"
homes all over Birmingham,’
‘Alabama, on April 27, 2014.




The family rushed Mason to an animal hospital. A

veterinarian named Bill Lamb and two other animal doctors

worked on Mason for three and a half hours. They had to

put two metal plates and 17 screws in Mason’s legs to help
them heal. The hard work paid off—Mason was soon able

to begin walking again.
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Mason standing on
his bandaged legs

Mason after veterinarians

became famous fixed them 3
when his story appeared
in newspapers and on
television. People donated
money to help Mason’s R F ot e

family pay the dog’s
medical bills.
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When disaster strikes, people aren't the only ones in danger. On April 27,

2011, a powerful tornado was ripping through Alabama. A young dog
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