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Each year in the United States about 75 million people
head to sports stadiums to watch Major League Baseball
games. Another 20 million go to stadiums to see professional
football games. Together, that number of people equals almost
one third of the U.S. population. Big, big buildings are needed
to accommodate these large crowds, and stadiums are built
to hold them. Some seat 50,000, 75,000, or even more than
100,000 people.

The new Yankee S d1 was bu1lt1
2009, and seats mﬂb



The best sports stadiums are more than just oval-shaped
buildings that have rows of seats surrounding a playing field. Many
have unique features that make them stand out from the rest. In
this book, you will discover some of today’s most stupendous
sports stadiums—in America and all around the world.

Michigan Stadium in Ann Arbor,
Michigan, is the largest football stadium
in the United States. It holds nearly
110,000 people. A movie theater would
need about 400 separate screening
rooms to hold that many people.




COWBOYS STADIUM

Opened: 2009 Where: Arlmgton@'l'ga 5 . Seats 80,000-100,000 people

The Dallas Cowboys are the world’s most famous pro |
football team. So it's only fitting that they play in the world’s

most famous football arena. Finished in 2009, the stadium
cost about S1.2 billion to build. For that price, you could build
about 5,000 average-size homes in the United States.
High-tech gadgets and oversize features are what
make Cowboys Stadium unique. A mighty dome-shaped roof
soars nearly 30 stories above the playing field. The roof is
retractable with two giant panels that slide open in good
weather and slide closed in bad weather. Building the roof
took 14,100 tons (12,791 metric tons) of steel—that’s enough
steel to build 92 Boeing 777 jets.
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To enter and exit, visitors can
pass through giant glass doors
at each end of the stadium.

BM (37 m) high by 180 feet (55 m)

_ wide—big enough for more than
' 20 school buses to drive through
them at the same time!



The entire video display
board weighs 600 tons (544
metric tons)—about as much

as 120 African elephants.

il--ﬂ--

Cowboys Stadium’s massive video display board
has four screens. The two screens facing the
sidelines are the world’s largest. Measuring 72
feet (22 m) high by 160 feet (49 m) wide, each
one is as tall as a seven-story building and
wider than three basketball courts.

The huge video display board hangs
90 feet (27 m) high in the air—so
high that the White House could easily
fit between the screens and the field.
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To learn more about stupendous sports stadiums, visit
www.bearportpublishing.com/SoBigComparedtoWhat
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Compared to What?

Some sports stadiums are so amazing that it's hard to
grasp the size of their incredible features—unless you have
something to compare them to. For example, the video
display board at Cowboys Stadium in Texas weighs 600 tons
(544 metric tons). How heavy is that? It's almost as heavy as
120 African elephants! Look inside to discover more about
the spectacular features of sports stadiums around the
world. The amazing comparisons will help you see just how
stupendous these stadiums truly are.
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