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It was early September 2009. Researcher BJ Kirschhoffer 

was in Churchill, Canada, to study polar bears. It didn’t take 

long, however, for him to notice that something was wrong. 

There were bears all over the place, but many did not look 

healthy. Some were so skinny that BJ could see their ribs 

through their white fur. Why weren’t these bears getting 

enough food to eat?

Look inside to find out how Arctic researchers solved the 

mystery of the starving polar bears. You’ll also discover how 

these amazing animals are built to survive in one of the coldest 

places on Earth, how they hunt and raise their young—and how 

humans can help save them and their icy habitat. 


