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Deadly StingersDeadly Stingers
Scorpions are small animals with big 
front claws.

Like spiders, they have eight legs and 
belong to a group of animals called 
arachnids.

A scorpion, however, has something 
that no spider has—a tail with a 
deadly stinger.
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Scorpions can 

be from half an inch 

(1.3 cm) to 8 inches 

(20 cm) long.
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Like all arachnids, scorpions have two 
main body parts—a front part and a 
back part.

A scorpion’s eight legs are attached to 
the front part, along with a pair of big, 
powerful claws.

A scorpion uses its claws to grab, tear, 
and crush other animals.

At the back part of the scorpion’s body 
is its tail.

The tail has a sharp, curved stinger at 
the end, which can pump poison into 
the bodies of other animals.

A Scorpion’s BodyA Scorpion’s Body

1743-StingingScorpions_FNL.indd   6 11/3/08   4:34:32 PM



stinger

claws

legs

tail

7

A scorpion also has 

a hard covering called an 

exoskeleton on the outside of its 

body. The exoskeleton protects 

the scorpion’s soft inner body 

parts and keeps them 

from drying out.
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If you see a scorpion crawling close to you, watch out! This 

spooky-looking animal has a poisonous stinger at the end of its tail 

that can be very painful—and sometimes even deadly! Look inside 

to discover more fascinating facts about these stinging creatures.

Bloodsucking Leeches

Creeping Land Snails

Leggy Centipedes

Roly-Poly Pillbugs

Stinging Scorpions

Wiggly Earthworms
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