o ‘o‘  - by
; : \ Catherine Nichols
i &

- d -~



[Intentionally Left Blank]



by Catherine Nichols

Consultant: Gabrielle Sachs
Zoo Educator

BEARPORT

PUBLISHING

NEW YORK, NEW YORK



Credits

Cover and Title Page, © Bruce Corbett/Alamy; TOC, © Tasha Lavigne/Shutterstock; 4, © Ronald Toms/Oxford
Scientific/Photolibrary; 5, © Thomas Kitchin & Victoria Hurst/kitchinhurst.com; 6, © Randy Brandon/AlaskaStock.com;
7, © Keith Douglas/All Canada Photos Inc./age fotostock; 8, © John Pitcher/Design Pics Inc./Alamy; 9, © Richard Kolar/
Animals Animals-Earth Scenes; 10, © Daniel J Cox/Natural Exposures; 11, © Brian Colton; 12-13, © D.Robert Franz/
ImageState/Alamy; 15, © Mary Ann McDonald/Corbis; 16, © Maresa Pryor/Animals Animals-Earth Scenes; 17, © Tom
Brakefield/Corbis; 18, © R. Wittek/Arco Images/Peter Arnold Inc.; 19, © Stephen J. Krasemann/DRK Photo; 20, © Tim
Fitzharris/Minden Pictures/Getty Images; 21, © Tom Brakefield/Getty Images; 22, © Carl Warner/Getty Images; 23TL,
© Maresa Pryor/Animals Animals-Earth Scenes; 23TR, © Maresa Pryor/Animals Animals-Earth Scenes; 23BL, © Bev
Wigney; 23BR, © Daniel J Cox/Natural Exposures.

Publisher: Kenn Goin

Senior Editor: Lisa Wiseman
Creative Director: Spencer Brinker
Design: Becky Munich

Photo Researcher: James O’Connor

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Nichols, Catherine.
Prickly porcupines / by Catherine Nichols.
p. cm. — (Gross-out defenses)
Includes bibliographical references and index.
ISBN-13: 978-1-59716-721-5 (library binding)
ISBN-10: 1-59716-721-5 (library binding)
1. Porcupines—Juvenile literature. 2. Animal defenses—Juvenile literature. |. Title.

QL737.R652N53 2009
599.35'97—dc22
2008009369

Copyright © 2009 Bearport Publishing Company, Inc. All rights reserved. No part of this
publication may be reproduced in whole or in part, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in
any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, or otherwise, without
written permission from the publisher.

For more information, write to Bearport Publishing Company, Inc., 101 Fifth Avenue, Suite 6R,
New York, New York 10003. Printed in the United States of America.

10987654321



Conlrenis

Armed and Dangerous ............... 4
Back Off! .. ... ... .. ... ... ... ... ... 6
ASpikyTail. . ...................... 8
Sharpand Deadly.................. 10
Tiny Pincushions. . . ................ 12
TreeHouses . ..................... 14
TastyTrees . ......... ... ... 16
Livingand Learning. .. .............. 18
A Long, Prickly Life.. . ............... 20
Another Prickly Defense . . ................ 22
Glossary. ... 23
Index . ...... .. .. .. 24
ReadMore . ...... ... ... ... 24
Learn More Online .. .................... 24

About the Author . ......... ... ... ...... 24




ArmediandiDangGiois

A hungry porcupine climbs a tree b
looking for a snack. |

Out of nowhere a mountain lion appears.

Scared, the porcupine raises its sharp
quills.

It swings its spiky tail and hits the lion.

Ouch! A bunch of quills stick in the
lion’s face. .-

Yelping in pain, the lion runs away. .
A porcupine’s coat
is made up of long

hairs and soft thick
: fur. It also contdins
\ about 30,000

prickly quills.
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Before striking, a porcupine tries to
scare an enemy away by using different
tricks.

First, the porcupine turns its back to
the enemy and raises its needle-sharp
quills.

The longest, stiffest quills are on the
prickly animal’s back.

If that warning doesn’t work, the
porcupine clicks its top and bottom
teeth together.

The scary sound tells the enemy to
leave before it gets hurt.
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Sometimes d
porcupine makes a
stinky smell when it’s

in danger. The horrible
odor is so strong it
can make an enemy’s
eyes dnd nose
water. Phew!
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Ouch! Don’t get too close to a porcupine. This

prickly creature can stab its enemy with some of
its 30,000 sharp quills. To make things even worse, a
porcupine can also give off a stinky smell when in danger.
The horrible odor is so strong that it makes its enemy’s
eyes and nose water. Look inside to find many more
fascinating facts about these prickly creatures!
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