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A Smelly A Smelly 
WeaponWeapon
It’s dinnertime and a group of hungry 
foxes has spotted a tasty treat—a 
skunk.

The skunk is too slow to outrun its 
enemies.

So it raises its bushy tail and sprays a 
stinky oil.

Phew! A horrible smell fills the air.

The oil stings the foxes’ eyes.

They can’t run away fast enough!
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A skunk’s oil 
smells awful! Some 

people say the odor 
reminds them of 

burnt rubber or even 
rotten eggs!

5
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All skunks can spray a smelly oil, called 
musk, when they’re in danger.

The musk is stored in two small 
pouches under the animal’s tail.

The pouches hold enough musk for 
about six sprays.

When the pouches are empty, it takes 
the skunk a few days to make more 
musk.

Under the TailUnder the Tail
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A skunk can spray 
as far as 15 feet (5 m). 
The stinky oil can sting 
enemies’ eyes and make 
them feel sick. The musk 

is not deadly, but its 
bad smell can stick 
around for days!
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Bloody Horned Lizards

Deadly Poison Dart Frogs

Disgusting Hagfish 

Prickly Porcupines

Smelly Skunks

Tricky Opossums

Don’t mess with a skunk! When these 

creatures think they’re in danger, they spray a 

stinky oil at their enemies. The oil isn’t deadly, 

but it sure smells awful. Look inside to fi nd 

many more fascinating facts about 

these smelly creatures!
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