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Dazzling Dragons

Dragonflies are large insects with long,
thin bodies and two pairs of wings.

People call them dragonflies because
they look like flying dragons.

There are about 3,000 different kinds
of dragonflies.

Their bodies can be bright colors such as
emerald green, ruby red, or shiny blue.




Like dll insects,
dragonflies have a
hard covering called
an exoskeleton. The
exoskeleton protects the
soft inner parts of an
insect’s body.




Built for Speed

The dragonfly is one of the fastest fliers

in the insect world.

Its front pair of wings can move
separately from the back pair.

By moving its wings in different ways, a

dragonfly can fly forward or backward.

It can also twist and turn or even stay

in the air in one place like a helicopter.
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A dragonfly can
fly as fast as 35 miles

faster than a person
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