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A S //ock/ﬂq Prediction

It had been a long day. William Temple Hornaday, a
zoologist, and his team of workers were in Montana looking
for bison. More than three weeks had gone by and they
had not seen even one of the large creatures. It was hard for
Hornaday to believe that millions of these animals had once
roamed the American plains.

William Hornaday was a leader in helping to save American bison.



Only three years later, in 1889, Hornaday made a
prediction that shocked many people. He said that in ten
years wild American bison would be extinct. The only
ones left would be living in zoos or on ranches.

Something had to be done to save the bison from
extinction. Or was it already too late?

Millions of bison once
roamed North America.

Bison use their small horns to
defend themselves from enemies
and to fight for a spot within a herd.
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Brsoyr Were Llere First

There were bison in North America long before people
arrived. It's believed that bison migrated across a land bridge
that once joined Asia and Alaska about 35,000 years ago.

By the time people settled in North America, bison were
almost everywhere. They were as far south as what is today
Mexico. They lived as far east as what is today New York.
Most of them, however, lived on the Great Plains.

o

§5

P

et

=

v e,
et

New Hampshire ¢

| o
- Vermon ‘ 5 5
!“ \ b
North Dakota Py e : .:
4 Vi < husetts {
Wiscon: dd £ .
M South Dakota D S O
Nebraska “ _ i 4 B
lllinois ost A/t Z
Kansas m i . : :
Tennessee T <’
Carolinay” i
! f
issippi Georgia § . i
Alabama = Atlantic :

By

Colorado

Oklahoma

) e e=Ocean 2 .

38 ST F__
b A ‘:!
t: ._;iWhé:l'."e American bison lived in North America before the 1800s ;;’

PN NS



Scientists don't know exactly how many bison there
were. It's thought, however, that at one time 30 to 60
million lived in North America.

4 In the past, there were as many
4 as six different species of bison.

A bison drawing found in a cave ¥
y  Today there are only two—

American and European bison.



Indlex

American Bison Society 20-21, 22
Bronx Zoo 18-19, 20, 22-23
Canada 23, 24, 28

Cody, William F. (“Buffalo Bill") 12
Cuvier’s gazelle 29

diseases 25

Elk Island National Park 23
Europeans 10-11

The Extermination of the American
Bison 17

Great Plains 6, 13, 14
hides 8, 11, 13

Hornaday, William Temple 4-5, 15,
16-17, 18-19, 20-21, 26

hunting 8, 11, 12-13, 14-15, 18, 29
Montana 4, 16-17, 21, 24

National Zoo 17

Native Americans 8-9, 11
Nebraska 21

North Dakota 24

Oklahoma 21, 22-23

preserves 21, 22-23, 26, 28
railroads 12

Roosevelt, President Theodore 21
South Dakota 21, 24, 26-27
United States National Museum 16
Washington, D.C. 16-17

western giant eland 29

Wildlife Conservation Society 20
Yellowstone National Park 24, 28

zoologist 4

About the Author

William Caper has written books about history,
science, film, and many other topics. He lives in San Francisco
with his wife, Erin, and their dog, Face.



[Intentionally Left Blank]



Americas

NIIVIFAVE

COMEBACKS

merican Brsoyr

A Scary Prediction

In 1886, William Temple Hornaday and his team of workers were
in Montana looking for bison. It had been 17 days and they hadn't

seen one of the large creatures. It was hard for Hornaday to believe

that millions of these animals had once roamed the American plains.

Hornaday predicted that soon there would be no more wild American

bison. Something had to be done to save these remarkable creatures

from extinction. Or was it already too late?
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