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Special Delivery

On April 13, 1860, the people of Sacramento, California,
gathered at the Pony Express station to wait for their mail. At
the time, letters and newspapers traveled slowly across the
country by stagecoach. The mail was the only way to find out
news from family and friends who lived far away. However, by
the time the mail arrived, the news was usually a month old.

Pony Express riders liked to ride
a kind of horse called Mustangs
because they were fast and did

not get tired easily.

The youngest person to ride for the
Pony Express was | |-year-old Charlie
Miller. His horse was named
Pole Star.




Could the Pony Express really deliver the mail faster?
The people of Sacramento were about to find out. Soon
everyone heard the sound of pounding hooves.

“Here they come!” someone shouted. “Hurray!”
everyone cheered as a horse and rider sped into town. It
was Billy Hamilton on a Mustang—the hardest-working
breed of horse in the West.




A Celebration

The mail route stretched from Missouri to California. It
was divided into stations where riders could stop to eat
and get a new horse. New riders took over about every
75 to 100 miles (121 to 161 km). On April 13, 1860, Billy
Hamilton had ridden all day in the rain.
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The Pony Express ran between St. Joseph,
Missouri, and Sacramento, California.
There were about 150 to 190 stations
in between the two cities.
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Once in a while, a rider would fall

asleep in the saddle! It's a good thing
the Pony Express horses knew the
route by heart.




When Billy arrived in Sacramento, he was greeted with
a brass band and a big parade. It had taken more than 15
riders and 150 horses to carry the mail across the country
by Pony Express. Horse by horse, rider by rider, the mail had
traveled 1,966 miles (3,164 km). The trip had taken just ten
days. Now that kind of speed was something to celebrate!
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On April 13, 1860, the people of Sacramento, California,
gathered at the Pony Express station to wait for their mail.
At the time, letters and newspapers traveled slowly across the

country by stagecoach. Could the Pony Express really deliver the
mail faster? The people of Sacramento were about to find out.

Working horses have helped people for thousands of
years. Look inside to learn more about these strong
horses and how they are still working today.
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