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It's evening in the Atchafalaya
(uh-chaf-uh-LYE-uh) Swamp, and
a duck is paddling in a shallow lake.

Suddenly, an American alligator
shoots out of the water.

It snaps at the bird with its huge jaws.

The terrified duck flaps its wings
and escapes.

Slowly, the alligator sinks back
beneath the water to wait for its
next meal.




An alligator |
is a type of reptile.
This group of animals

includes crocodiles,
turtles, lizards,

and snakes.

American dlligator
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American alligators live in warm A"Cshv‘j';;'syd
areas in the southern United
States.
Canada New

They make their homes in rivers, ' -
lakes, and swampy areas like the
Atchafalaya.

United States
In a swamp, most of the land
Is covered by water. ' Atlantic

® Ocean

Alligators spend a lot of fime " ‘Mexico
in the water, but they also live s
on damp, muddy land. N

k B Where American alligators live




The American

alligator is the

largest reptile
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