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by Ellen Lawrence

One spring evening in a forest, Sophia watched as thousands 
of brown insects crawled out of the ground. Her dad told her 
the bugs are periodical cicada nymphs, and they have been 
living underground for 17 years! The next day, Sophia noticed 
that the bugs looked much different. Sophia decided to keep 
a diary about what she saw and learned. Read what she 
wrote about these amazing insects. It’s fascinating!

A
 P

e
rio

d
ic

a
l C

ic
a

d
a

’s Life

A Bird’s Life

A Butterfly’s Life

A Chameleon’s Life

A Dragonfly’s Life

A Frog’s Life

A Kangaroo’s Life

A Periodical  
Cicada’s Life

A Sea Turtle’s Life

A Snake’s Life

A Spider’s Life

A Wolf’s Life



[Intentionally Left Blank]



by  
Ellen Lawrence

Consultant:

Gregory Hoover
Ornamental Entomologist, Department of Entomology 

Pennsylvania State University 
University Park, Pennsylvania



Credits 
Cover, © Steve Byland/Shutterstock; TOC, © Daniel Dempster Photography/Alamy; 4, © Lopolo/Shutterstock; 5, © B. Mete 
Uz/Alamy; 6, © Martin Shields/Alamy; 7, © Mitsuhiko Imamori/Minden Pictures/FLPA; 8, © Clarence Holmes Wildlife/Alamy; 
9, © Clarence Holmes Wildlife/Alamy; 10, © Animals/Animals/Superstock; 11, © Doug Wechsler/Nature Picture Library; 
11R, © Doug Wechsler; 12, © Daniel Dempster Photography/Alamy; 13, © Enigma/Alamy; 14, © Grant Heilman Photography/
Alamy; 15, © Andrew Skolnick/Shutterstock; 16, © Clarence Holmes Wildlife/Alamy; 17, © Macroscopic Solutions, LLC. 
www.macroscopicsolutions.com; 18R, © Lev Savitskiy/Shutterstock; 18–19, © Animals/Animals/Superstock; 20, © Lopolo/
Shutterstock; 21, © Steve Byland/IstockPhoto; 22T, © Andrew Skolnick/Shutterstock; 22C, © Macroscopic Solutions, LLC.  
www.macroscopicsolutions.com; 22B, © B. Mete Uz/Alamy; 23TL, © B. Mete Uz/Alamy; 23TC, © Shutterstock; 23TR, © Enigma/
Alamy; 23BL, © Martin Shields/Alamy; 23BC, © Doug Wechsler/Nature Picture Library; 23BR, Steve Byland/Shutterstock.

Publisher: Kenn Goin 
Senior Editor: Joyce Tavolacci 
Creative Director: Spencer Brinker 
Design: Emma Randall 
Photo Researcher: Ruby Tuesday Books Ltd

Library of Congress Cataloging‑in‑Publication Data 

Names: Lawrence, Ellen, 1967– author. 
Title: A periodical cicada’s life / by Ellen Lawrence. 
Description: New York, New York : Bearport Publishing, [2017] | Series:  
   Animal diaries: Life cycles | Audience: Ages 6–10. | Includes  
   bibliographical references and index. 
Identifiers: LCCN 2016012268 (print) | LCCN 2016015637 (ebook) | ISBN  
   9781944102470 (library binding) | ISBN 9781944997403 (ebook) 
Subjects: LCSH: Cicadas—Juvenile literature. | Life cycles  
   (Biology)—Juvenile literature. 
Classification: LCC QL527.C5 L39 2017 (print) | LCC QL527.C5 (ebook) | DDC  
   595.7/52—dc23 
LC record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2016012268

Copyright © 2017 Bearport Publishing Company, Inc. All rights reserved. No part of this 
publication may be reproduced in whole or in part, stored in any retrieval system, or transmitted 
in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, or otherwise, 
without written permission from the publisher. 

For more information, write to Bearport Publishing Company, Inc., 45 West 21st Street, Suite 3B, 
New York, New York 10010. Printed in the United States of America.

10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1



Contents
A Big Night in a Forest.................4
Growing Up...............................6
More Amazing Changes............. 8
Millions of Bugs........................ 10
Singing Cicadas...................... 12
Time to Lay Eggs..................... 14
Hello, Nymphs!......................... 16
Life Underground.................... 18
A Long Time!............................20

Science Lab..........................................22
Science Words......................................23
Index...................................................24
Read More............................................24
Learn More Online.................................24
About the Author...................................24



4

A Big Night in 
a Forest

Just before dark, I visited a forest near 
my house to see something amazing.

Thousands of wingless brown insects 
were crawling out of the ground.

Dad told me the insects are periodical 
cicadas (si-KAY-duhs).

At this stage in their life, they are 
called nymphs.

Can you believe the cicada nymphs have 
been living underground for 17 years?

Name: Sophia	 Date: May 15
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Millions of nymphs 
emerge from the ground 

at the same time. How do they 
know when to do this? It’s a 
mystery that scientists are 

still trying to solve!
periodical  

cicada nymph

What do you think the cicada nymphs 
do after emerging from the ground? 
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Growing Up
During the night, the nymphs climbed  
up trees in the forest.

As each one held tightly onto a tree, 
its brown skin began to crack. 

After about one hour, the insect 
wriggled out of its skin.

It now has a new yellowish-white 
body and wings!

Dad says this is the adult stage  
of the periodical cicada’s life.

Date: May 16 yellowish-white 
adult cicada

old, brown 
nymph skin
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After a cicada nymph  
sheds its skin, the skin 

eventually falls to the ground. 
Sometimes the ground is 
covered with thousands 

of empty skins!

old nymph skin

adult periodical 
cicada

Imagine you are 
describing an adult 
cicada to a friend 
who’s never seen 
one. How would 
you describe it?
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