
How do worms help plants grow in the backyard? What sugary food do 
garden flowers produce that bees and butterflies need to eat? And 

what garden residents will become a wriggly dinner for a family 
of robins? Inside this book, explore a backyard ecosystem and 

discover how all the living things that make it their home 
depend on each other and their habitat for survival.
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• �Welcome to the Backyard

• Welcome to the Forest

• �Welcome to the Pond

• �Welcome to the Seashore
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Welcome to the Backyard
Who and what lives in a backyard?

This habitat can be home to trees, 
grass, and other plants.

The residents of this habitat include 
insects, birds, and other animals.

The plants and animals get what they need 
to live from the backyard.

Welcome to the Backyard
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Welcome to the BackyardWelcome to the Backyard

 
A backyard is 

a type of ecosystem. 
An ecosystem includes all 

the living things in an area. 
It also includes non-living 

things such as sunlight, rain, 
and soil. Everything in 

an ecosystem has 
its own part 

to play .

So let’s find out what happens in this little neighborhood …
… welcome to the backyard!
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Spring Is Here!Spring Is Here!
It’s early spring, and the snow in the 
backyard is f inally melting.

As the weather gets warmer, daffodil 
plants appear from underground.

 
In spring, 

buds grow on the 
bare branches of the 
trees. When the buds 
burst open, leaves 

and blossoms uncurl 
from inside.

Daffodils

Apple tree branch
Bud

Blossoms

Leaves



Spring Is Here!Spring Is Here! All over the yard, there are seeds 
waiting in the soil.

People plant seeds, too.

When the spring sunshine warms the 
soil, the seeds grow into new plants.

What do you think 
happens once new 
plants start to grow?

Sunflower seeds 

A sunflower seedling 
grows from the soil.

The sunflower plant 
grows bigger.

A flower bud grows.
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